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Interview: Dr P. Veerasamy in Conversation with
Mr. Antonythasan alias Shobasakthi

Dr P. Veerasamy*

This interview captures the reflections of the Tamil writer, Mr Antonythasan,
alias Shobasakthi, a Sri Lankan diasporic writer who writes in Tamil from France.
This indispensable interview is conducted by Dr P. Veerasamy, who raised insightful
and incisive questions, through a questionnaire, and recorded the responses that
focus on the backdrop of the Sri Lankan ethnic clash with references to his novel,
Traitor.

The responses to all the questions were received on 19 Jul 2016 12:58:46 +0530
through email, veerasamymeera@gmail.com, and were originally typed in Tamil by
Mr Antonythasan, alias Shobasakthi. For the purpose of disseminating the data for
research, Dr. P. Veerasamy translated the responses into English. The original Tamil
interview is reproduced in full at the end of this article.

The Interview:

1. Are you the victim of 1983 riots? If yes, what is your reaction to the riot?

No, but my father and younger brother were the victims of the riots.

2. Why did you give the title, Traitor to the novel?
I designated the title as Mm in Tamil. The publisher changed it as Traitor when it
was published in English.
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3. Why does Nesakumaran want to bomb Urathurai Police Station?

The police did their anti-Tamil activities by torturing and murdering the Tamil
militants and also ordinary Tamil youth. In response to this, the militant youths
attacked the police stations.

4. Nesakumaran is taken to Guru Nagar Army Camp. What is done at the camp
usually by the army?

The Sri Lankan government set up many military camps after implementing the
Prevention of Terrorism Act. Guru Nagar Army Camp is one such camp. Many Tamil
youths were arrested and detained there. It’s a torture camp.

5. Kindly give your views about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp
mentioned in the novel, Traitor.
Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinery Army Camp has a separate antiquity. This is a very
big camp which is in the strategic location which divides Jaffna Peninsula from the
wide landmass, Sri Lanka.

6. Give your opinions about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp?

This camp is the place which is occupied by the Sinhalese racial fanatics.

7. What do you think of Udugambolla’s assassination method of putting a
pencil into the ear and hitting it with a hammer in Traitor?
Murder through inserting the pencil into ears is brutal and uncivilised. The Sri Lankan
army has this torture method besides other torture methods.

8. What do you say about this torture method?

It’s the violation of human rights as well as war crime.

9. In the camp, the Tamils narrate Srikanthamalar’s torture and murder. Was it
the mode of punishment for all the women?

Yes, there were many other brutal torture methods other than this. There’s news that
many women escaped from such torture. Besides, the method of torture and
punishment are determined based on how one cooperates with the army.

10. Traitor is based on the real incidents occurred in two prisons. Give your
opinion about Wellikade and Batticaloa prisons.

The Wellikade prison is the place where torture is done mainly. As it’s located in the
Tamil area, there are no troubles for the Tamils.

11. Give your opinion about 1977 and 1981 riots? And what are the reasons for
them?

They are the planned violent and brutal activities of the Sri Lankan government to
restrain the Tamils through genocide. The Ministers of the Government presided over
them. During the 1981 ethnic riot, the police burnt 90000 books of our Jaffna library.

12. How long have you been in Wellikade prison?

The Mahara Prison is a large penitentiary. I was there for four months. This is
situated at a distance of 10 kilometres from the Wellikade Prison.
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13. “Mendis hit my soldier with his axe” Who is this ‘my’ in Traitor?
This is none other than Nesakumaran.

14. Who is Kanagaratnam Shanmuganathan? What do you think about
Shanmuganathan?

This is a real incident. This is a dreadful example for how war oppresses the ordinary.

15. How did you collect details to write this novel?

I read about it from different sources. Some prisoners shared about incidents
happened when I was in the prison.

16. On pages 146 and 147 in Traitor, you have given the statistics of murders
committed by the Sri Lankan Army, Navy, the Special Forces, the LTTE at the
places like Chinnagam market, Chettikulam, Mannar, Ariyalai, Velvettithurai,
Anuradhapura, and Udumbankulam, respectively. Is that statistics true?

All information mentioned on these pages are actual incidents. There are many
evidences to prove them.

17. You were a child soldier. You fought for the Tamils. The LTTE also fought for
the Tamils. On the 147th page, you say: “There is no difference between the
liberation fighters and the government army”.

Yes, I realised it over the course of the time. The liberation fighters did inexorable
atrocities to the government army. They killed the innocent Tami, Sinhalese and
Muslims as well.

18. What is your opinion about the sentence in Traitor: “The Sinhala people
have never been our enemy” (147).

Yes, the racist Sinhala government as well as the army are only our grave enemies.
The Sinhalese are our comrades.

19. As mentioned in the novel, are the proceedings and judgments of the court
ridiculous in Sri Lanka?

Yes, this is what happened to me.

20. Kindly explain: Even as he is halfway to the courtroom, the sentence of
seven years or fourteen years have been announced” (154).

Yes, that was the time the entire judiciary had been gangrenous with racist bias. The
sentence is announced even before.

21. What is E.P.R.L.F group?

This is a militant armed group with leftist ideology which fights for the liberation of
the Tamils.

22. As a native Sri Lankan, you witnessed the war and even participated in it.
What could be the solution to this problem?

The war with weapons would lead to destruction and decay. Solutions could be
attained only through negotiations. I think that self-governance of the state, as in
India, would be suitable solution to all Tamils.
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23. In Traitor, who is the traitor? Nesakumaran?
Yes, he is a traitor because he betrays his own friends.

24. What do you think of the burning of Jaffna Library?

This is an integral part of the genocide and the barbaric attitude of the Sri Lankan
government.

25. You have a wide contact all over the world and familiar with what is
happening in Sri Lanka after the war. What is the position of the present
government? Have the displaced settled in their native place. Is prevailing
there?

The Present government is progressing like a snail.

26. According to me, the refugees live in many countries. They have lost
everything. Now they are studying and working in their host countries. If they
return to Sri Lanka, would they be treated equally and educational and
employment opportunities be given to them?

No, the Sri Lankan refugees who emigrated to Europe, Canada and Australia. Only
those who emigrated to India are likely to return.

27. Is Traitor an autobiographical novel?
No, It’s not. Only Gorilla is the autobiographical novel.

The Interview in Tamil: Original Transcript:

(The questions were framed in English, while the responses were received in Tamil)

1. Are you the victim of 1983 riots? If yes, what is your reaction to the riot?

இல்லல. எனததகப்பனாரு் தலுயனாரு் பாதக்கப்பபப்ாாக்க்.

2. Why did you give the title, Traitor to the novel?

தமில் “ு்“ என்றதான் தலலப்பலைத்தரர்நதன்.ஆங்கலத்தல் வைகியபப்நபாத

பதப்பாகலாக்க்லைத்த தலலப்நப Traitor .

3. Why does Nesakumaran want to bomb Urathurai Police Station?

அப்நபாத நபாிஸாா் தமி்ப் நபாாாகிகலகுு் சாதாாணதமி்இலகஞாக்லகுு்

ைலததத்ு் வகான்று் தமிா்வநாாத வசயல்கலகவசய்தாாக்க்.அதற்கா பதலலயாக

நபாாாகி இலகஞாக்க் காைல் ரிலலயங்கலகத் தாக்கனாாக்க்.

4. Nesakumaran is taken to Guru Nagar Army Camp. What is done at the camp usually by
the army?

1978-ல் பயங்காைாதத் தடப்பச் சப்பத்லத ரிலறநைற்றயபன்னா்இலங்லகஅாச தமிா்

பகதக்கக் பலஇாாணைமகாு்கலகஅலுத்தத.அதவலான்நறகரரகா்இாாணை
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மகாு்.அர்தமகாமல் பல தமி்இலகஞாக்க் லகதவசய்யப்பபட் தடதத்

லைக்கப்பபல்ரர்தாாக்க்.அதவைாரசத்தாைலதமகாு்.

5. Kindly give your views about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp.

இர்தமகாு்மககு் பிலுைாய்ர்தத.யாி்ப்பாணகபாராபல்ப இலங்லக

வபரரிலப்பாப்பிரர்தபாிக்கு் நகர்தாமக்கயதத்ைு் ைாய்ர்த இபத்தல்

அலுர்தரக்கு்மகப் வபாியமகாு்.

6. Gvie your opinions about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp?

சங்கக இனவைறஇாாணைத்தால் ரிலறக்கப்பபப் ஆக்காமப்பமகாு்.

7. What do you think of Udugambolla’s assassination method of putting a pencil into the
ear and hitting it with a hammer?

வபன்ஸலலகாதக்கக் இறக்க வகால்ுு் அராகாிகு்.இப்பல பலசத்தாைலதமலறகக்

இலங்லகஇாாணைத்தபமக்கத.

8. What do you say about this torture method?

இதுனிதஉாிலுமறுு் நபாாக்்கற்றமு்.

9. In the camp, the Tamils narrate Srikanthamalar’s torture and murder. Was it the mode of
punishment for all the women?

ஆு்.இலதவபவகாலயைலதகளமரர்தன.சலவபண்கக் இர்தைலதககிிரர்த

தப்பத்ததாககு் வசய்தகக் உக்கன.ஒரைா் எப்பலஇாாணைதத்பன் ஒதத்லிக்கறாா்

என்பலதப் வபாறத்தநத தண்பலனமலறலுகக்.

10. Traitor is based on the real incidents occurred in two prisons. Give your opinion about
Wellikade and Batticaloa prisons.

வைிகலபைலதமகாு். Batticaloa prisons தமிா் பகதயிரர்ததால் தமி்லகதககிற்க

வபாியபாசச்லனகக் இரக்கவல்லல.

11. Give your opinion about 1977 and 1981 riots? And what are the reasons for them?

தமிாக்லகஇனப்படவகாலலவசய்தஅபக்கலைக்க நைண்டு் என்றஇலங்லகஅாசன்

தபப்மப்ப ைன்மலறககலை.அலுசச்ாக்க் மன்னின்ற ரபத்தயைன்மலறகக். 1981

ைன்மலறயல் எங்ககதயாி் நாலகு் 90000 பத்தகங்கநகாட நபாிசாாால்

எாிக்கப்பபப்த.

12. How long were you kept in Wellikade prison?

ரான் “MAHARA”சலறயநலநய 4ுாதங்கக் இரர்நதன்.இர்தச் சலறவைிகபயிரர்த 10

க.ம. வதாலலவுக்கவபாியசலற.

13. “Mendis hit my soldier with his axe” Who is this ‘my’?

நரசகுாான்.
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14. Who is Kanagaratnam Shanmuganathan? What do you think about Shanmuganathan?

இதவைாரஉண்லுச் சு்பைு்.ுத்து் சாுான்யாக்லக எப்பலைலதக்கறத

என்பதற்கானதயா எடதத்க்காபட்.

15. How did you collect details to write this novel?

பலத்தத. சு்பைு் ரபர்தநபாதசலறயிரர்தசலநாாடஉலாயாலயத.

16. In pages 146 and 147, you have given the statistics of murders committed by the Sri
Lankan Army, Navy, the Special Forces, the LTTE at Chinnagam market, Chettikulam,
Mannar, Ariyalai, Velvettithurai, Anuradhapura and Udumbankulam, respectively. Is this
statistics true?

அை்ைககு்உண்லுச் சு்பைங்கக்.ஆதாாங்களண்ட.

17. You were a child soldier. You fought for the Tamils. The LTTE also fought for the Tamils.
On the 147th page, you say: “There is no difference between the liberation fighters and the
government army”.

ஆு்.அலதக் காலப் நபாக்கல் உணார்்நதன்.வடதலலப் நபாாாகிகக் அாச

இாாணைத்தற்ககலறயாத வகாடலுகலகவசய்தாாக்க்.அப்பாவதமி் -சங்கக -

இஸ்லாமயுக்கலகவகான்றாாக்க்.

18. What is your opinion about “The Sinhala people have never been our enemy” (147).

ஆு்.சங்ககஇனைாதஅாசு் இாாணைமநு எுதஎதாிகக்.சங்ககுக்கக் எுத

சநகாதாாக்க்.

19. As mentioned in the novel, are the proceedings and judgments of the court ridiculous in
Sri Lanka?

ஆு்.அப்பலத்தான் எனக்க ரபர்தத.

20. Kindly explain: Even as he is halfway to the courtroom, the sentence of seven years or
fourteen years have been announced” (154).

ஆு். ரீததத்லறமுைதுாகஇனைாது் பலாநயாலப்நபாயரர் காலுத.

21. What is E.P.R.L.F group?

சற்நறஇபதசாாித் தன்லுவகாண்ப தமிா்வடதலலஆுதஇயக்கு். - Eelam People's
Revolutionary Liberation Front.

22. As a native Sri Lankan, you witnessed the war and even participated in it. What could
be the solution to this problem?

ஆுதப் நபாாாபப்ு் அிகக்நக ைிைகக்கு். நபசச்ைாால்தகக்மலநு தால்ை எபப்

மலுு்.இர்தயாவல்உக்கத நபான்ற ுாரில சயாபச்நயமலறநயதமிரக்கான

தாை்ாகஅலுுு் எனக் கரதகன்நறன்.
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23. Why is the title Traitor? Who is the traitor? Nesakumaran?
ஆு்.அைன்தநாாகயாகக் கரதப்படபைன். தன் நதாிாக்லகக் காப்லக் வகாடப்பைன்.

24. What do you think of the burning of Jaffna Library?
இனப்படவகாலலயன்ஒரஅங்கு்அத.இலங்லகஅாசன் காபட்மாாண்லத்தனு்.

25. You have a wide contact all over the world and familiar with what is happening in Sri
Lanka after the war. What is the position of the present government? Have the displaced
settled in their native place. Is prevailing there?

இப்நபாலதயஅாசாங்கு் மற்நபாக்க பாலதயல் ரத்லத நைகத்தல் ரகரகறத.

26. According to me, the refugees live in many countries. They have lost everything. Now
they are studying and working in their host countries. If they return to Sri Lanka, would
they be treated equally and educational and employment be given to them.

இல்லல.அய்நாாப்பய - கனபா-ஆஸ்தநாியஅகதகக்இலங்லகதரு்புாபப்ாாக்க்.

இர்தயாவுக்கஅகதகக் இலங்லகதரு்பக்கடு்.

27. Is Traitor an autobiographical novel?
இல்லல. ‘வகாாில்லா’ நை autobiographical novel.
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