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Interview: Dr P. Veerasamy in Conversation with
Mr. Antonythasan alias Shobasakthi

Dr P. Veerasamy* '~ &

This interview captures the reflections of the Tamil writer, Mr Antonythasan,
alias Shobasakthi, a Sri Lankan diasporic writer who writes in Tamil from France.
This indispensable interview is conducted by Dr P. Veerasamy, who raised insightful
and incisive questions, through a questionnaire, and recorded the responses that
focus on the backdrop of the Sri Lankan ethnic clash with references to his novel,
Traitor.

The responses to all the questions were received on 19 Jul 2016 12:58:46 +0530
through email, veerasamymeera@gmail.com, and were originally typed in Tamil by
Mr Antonythasan, alias Shobasakthi. For the purpose of disseminating the data for
research, Dr. P. Veerasamy tfranslated the responses into English. The original Tamil
interview is reproduced in full at the end of this article.

The Interview:

1. Are you the victim of 1983 riots? If yes, what is your reaction to the riot?
No, but my father and younger brother were the victims of the riofts.

2. Why did you give the title, Traitor to the novel?

I designated the title as Mm in Tamil. The publisher changed it as Traitor when it
was published in English.
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3. Why does Nesakumaran want to bomb Urathurai Police Station?

The police did their anti-Tamil activities by torturing and murdering the Tamil
militants and also ordinary Tamil youth. In response to this, the militant youths
aftacked the police stations.

4. Nesakumaran is taken to Guru Nagar Army Camp. What is done at the camp
usually by the army?

The Sri Lankan government set up many military camps after implementing the
Prevention of Terrorism Act. Guru Nagar Army Camp is one such camp. Many Tamil
youths were arrested and detained there. It’s a torture camp.

5. Kindly give your views about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp
mentioned in the novel, Traitor.

Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinery Army Camp has a separate antiquity. This is a very
big camp which is in the strategic location which divides Jaffna Peninsula from the
wide landmass, Sri Lanka.

6. Give your opinions about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp?
This camp is the place which is occupied by the Sinhalese racial fanatics.

7. What do you think of Udugambolla’s assassination method of putting a
pencil into the ear and hitting it with a hammer in Traitor?

Murder through inserting the pencil into ears is brutal and uncivilised. The Sri Lankan
army has this torture method besides other torture methods.

8. What do you say about this torture method?
It’s the violation of human rights as well as war crime.

9. In the camp, the Tamils narrate Srikanthamalar’s torture and murder. Was it
the mode of punishment for all the women?

Yes, there were many other brutal forture methods other than this. There’s news that
many women escaped from such ftorture. Besides, the method of torture and
punishment are determined based on how one cooperates with the army.

10. Traitor is based on the real incidents occurred in two prisons. Give your
opinion about Wellikade and Batticaloa prisons.

The Wellikade prison is the place where torture is done mainly. As it’s located in the
Tamil area, there are no troubles for the Tamils.

11. Give your opinion about 1977 and 1981 riots? And what are the reasons for
them?

They are the planned violent and brutal activities of the Sri Lankan government to
restrain the Tamils through genocide. The Ministers of the Government presided over
them. During the 1981 ethnic riot, the police burnt 90000 books of our Jaffna library.

12. How long have you been in Wellikade prison?

The Mahara Prison is a large penitentiary. I was there for four months. This is
situated at a distance of 10 kilometres from the Wellikade Prison.
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13. “Mendis hit my soldier with his axe” Who is this ‘my’ in Traitor?
This is none other than Nesakumaran.

14. Who is Kanagaratnam Shanmuganathan? What do you think about
Shanmuganathan?

This is a real incident. This is a dreadful example for how war oppresses the ordinary.
15. How did you collect details to write this novel?

I read about it from different sources. Some prisoners shared about incidents
happened when I was in the prison.

16. On pages 146 and 147 in Traitor, you have given the statistics of murders
committed by the Sri Lankan Army, Navy, the Special Forces, the LTTE at the
places like Chinnagam market, Chettikulam, Mannar, Ariyalai, Velvettithurai,
Anuradhapura, and Udumbankulam, respectively. Is that statistics true?

All information mentioned on these pages are actual incidents. There are many
evidences to prove them.

17. You were a child soldier. You fought for the Tamils. The LTTE also fought for
the Tamils. On the 147™ page, you say: “There is no difference between the
liberation fighters and the government army”.

Yes, I realised it over the course of the time. The liberation fighters did inexorable
atrocities to the government army. They killed the innocent Tami, Sinhalese and
Muslims as well.

18. What is your opinion about the sentence in Traitor. “The Sinhala people
have never been our enemy” (147).

Yes, the racist Sinhala government as well as the army are only our grave enemies.
The Sinhalese are our comrades.

19. As mentioned in the novel, are the proceedings and judgments of the court
ridiculous in Sri Lanka?

Yes, this is what happened to me.

20. Kindly explain: Even as he is halfway to the courtroom, the sentence of
seven years or fourteen years have been announced” (154).

Yes, that was the time the entire judiciary had been gangrenous with racist bias. The
sentence is announced even before.

21. What is E.P.R.L.F group?

This is a militant armed group with leftist ideology which fights for the liberation of
the Tamils.

22. As a native Sri Lankan, you witnessed the war and even participated in it.
What could be the solution to this problem?

The war with weapons would lead to destruction and decay. Solutions could be
attained only through negotiations. I think that self-governance of the state, as in
India, would be suitable solution fo all Tamils.
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23. In Traitor, who is the traitor? Nesakumaran?
Yes, he is a traitor because he betrays his own friends.
24. What do you think of the burning of Jaffna Library?

This is an integral part of the genocide and the barbaric attitude of the Sri Lankan
government.

25. You have a wide contact all over the world and familiar with what is
happening in Sri Lanka after the war. What is the position of the present
government? Have the displaced settled in their native place. Is prevailing
there?

The Present government is progressing like a snail.

26. According to me, the refugees live in many countries. They have lost
everything. Now they are studying and working in their host countries. If they
return to Sri Lanka, would they be treated equally and educational and
employment opportunities be given to them?

No, the Sri Lankan refugees who emigrated to Europe, Canada and Australia. Only
those who emigrated to India are likely to return.

27. Is Traifor an autobiographical novel?

No, It’s not. Only Gorilla is the autobiographical novel.

The Interview in Tamil: Original Transcript:

(The questions were framed in English, while the responses were received in Tamil)

1. Are you the victim of 1983 riots? If yes, what is your reaction to the riot?

@)LV, 6TETS! S&LILIGTTIHLD SemLDWIGTTIHLD LITH &S LILIL LT 86T,

2. Why did you give the title, Traitor to the novel?
SLALEI6L “ID 6TETMISTEIT HemreVLIL] eMeUS T (HIHCHET. IR VEH L QeuaflulllLCuTgl
LIS ILITaTen [ &H6T emeusd s HemeulIGL Traitor.

3. Why does Nesakumaran want to bomb Urathurai Police Station?

SLIGUME Gumedervmy sLALLI GUTTTeflGeneTud FTHTTeror SLALD @)6M6rTEhF & emeTu|Ld
AMSSSID Q&ETETMID ST NCITH QFWHET QFUISTHH6T. GMHEHT LIH eI UITSH
Gumymerf] @)eM6TEh &6 STeU6V Bl6M6VUIMISEN6TS 5&IT& S 60T T &6,

4. Nesakumaran is taken to Guru Nagar Army Camp. What is done at the camp usually by
the army?

1978-60 LWRIGTaITSS SHLILEF FLLGmS BlenmGaumilw LNeTer @eumkiensd o7& Slpr
LUGH & G6T Liev QITemiel (LNSHTIDEHMET eMGHESI. B CT6TCM GIBHST &) T
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W&, 8IHS WaTH6 L SLALD @emeTEh 56T endsdl QFWWLILL® 5G5S
eSS LI LY (BHSTH&H6T. ASHQUTH FSHTalens (LNS&TLD.

5. Kindly give your views about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp.
@bS W&MD W& LD LI aUMlBSHE!. WMHLILITET GLTHTL 6L @) 6VhEIens
Qu@GBleILTLILYe BB LN&GI0 CaHHHT WHEHWSSaD euTlbs @)L &5 6V
SWBEHHSHGLD W& Quflw WSTLD.

6. Gvie your opinions about Annai Iravu Sea Salt Refinary Army Camp?

AT @eTealn @UTamlalds el BlenmesLUILLL &R TWILIL W&,

7. What do you think of Udugambolla’s assassination method of putting a pencil into the
ear and hitting it with a hammer?

QuUeTENSlem6Y BTG G6T QMESH QST BTHFHN. @LILILG LI FGEHTaINS (LDeMSH 6T
@ eVBIeNS @) ITemIaISS L (LD6TETS.

8. What do you say about this torture method?

@&l eflg 2_flemin LIMeYIh GLITH&EGMHMLOLD.

9. In the camp, the Tamils narrate Srikanthamalar’s torture and murder. Was it the mode of
punishment for all the women?

0. @Gl QST 616t S5 EH LA (HH S 60T. Flev GLICTIT&H6T @) HS 66 SS6rled[BH S
SUNGHHTHD QFUISH GET 2_6TeT60r. e2(H6UT 6TLILIG @) TTemIaISSIL 60T 625 SIMPERMTH
GTETLIEMS L1 QUITMISHHBSH &600TL 60607 (LDEDIMEDLNSET.

10. Traitor is based on the real incidents occurred in two prisons. Give your opinion about
Wellikade and Batticaloa prisons.

QeauedEemL alems (LN&ITLD. Batticaloa prisons 50T LGS WIS BHSST S &S seflh&G
QuUlw YNy &FHeneT &6 @) [H& Hall6vemev.

11. Give your opinion about 1977 and 1981 riots? And what are the reasons for them?

SN FTEHa6T @l ILBGOSTM QFUIS SIL&E el Geleuor(hLD 66T M E)6VHEIeNs TG 6T
S LLALL 6U60T(LNEM MG ETEM6. DI6MLNEF ST (LD6dT60f 60T M LSS U 61 60T (LN6m M&6IT. 1981
QUGT(LNEM MUY TRIGETS! WITLD HIMeu&LD 90000 L5558 MmIGC6TT(H CLTeOFTFmey

erflGa Ll Lgl.

12. How long were you kept in Wellikade prison?
BTeT “MAHARA” AlenmuiCGeuGul 4 IDMHMBIGHET @ (BHECHET. @ bHHEF Flenm QeusdlsLuledmba! 10
&.10. Qg TenevallsveTer QU Henm.

13. “Mendis hit my soldier with his axe” Who is this ‘my’?
GIB&F G LOITIT60T.
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14. Who is Kanagaratham Shanmuganathan? What do you think about Shanmuganathan?
@ SIQAUMTIH 2_600TENLOF FLDLIAILD. W& GLD SFITLDITET U [ &Hem6T 6TLILIL USSR MSI
TETLISMSHITET ST 6T(HSHSIHEHTL(H.

15. How did you collect details to write this novel?

LY &858l FloLelb BLBSCUTS Fenmulledmns FlevCrm@p 2 anwimiguwgl.

16. In pages 146 and 147, you have given the statistics of murders committed by the Sri
Lankan Army, Navy, the Special Forces, the LTTE at Chinnagam market, Chettikulam,

Mannar, Ariyalai, Velvettithurai, Anuradhapura and Udumbankulam, respectively. Is this
statistics true?

SIGUGIGTALD 2_6UUTEMINF &FLDLIGUMIS 6T, QL5 Ml 66 600T (b
17. You were a child soldier. You fought for the Tamils. The LTTE also fought for the Tamils.

On the 147™ page, you say: “There is no difference between the liberation fighters and the
government army”.

LD, SIS SHMTevll CLUMERIL 2 T HCH6. all(hGeneull GUTI e &HeT NF&F
QITeEIaISHMHESG GOMWTS QHTHEMNGHET QFUISTT&H6T. SliLTell sl - FBIS6T -

@66l LDE & 606 Q&5 T60T T[T & 6T,

18. What is your opinion about “The Sinhala people have never been our enemy” (147).
QLLD. FIBIGET @) 6TAUTSH N J&LD @ T TamielnGLD 6T gl 6THf&H6T. FIBIH6T NG 56T 6T S
FREHMHT T &HaT.

19. As mentioned in the novel, are the proceedings and judgments of the court ridiculous in
Sri Lanka?

QLD LI &S TEOT 6T60TE S HLHSHS.

20. Kindly explain: Even as he is halfway to the courtroom, the sentence of seven years or
fourteen years have been announced” (154).

3D, BHGH SN (DWISIDTES G eTeuTSD LengCuwimig ICUmuilb smeungl.

21. What is E.P.R.L.F group?
FOHCM QL HFTHSH HeTenin Q&mevor ST ell(BiFemev LW GE @ U&ELD. - Eelam People's
Revolutionary Liberation Front.

22. As a native Sri Lankan, you witnessed the war and even participated in it. What could
be the solution to this problem?

WS GUTTTLLLD 36665 aulll aIGHGD. CLE TS EH6T eLneuCln Hiemnel 6Tl L
WIg LD, @BEHIWmelley 2 6TeTg GLITETM OMBley & WML ACW WemmGW &LALDIHE & et

FHUTSH MDD 6T6OTE & (H S5 60T @M 60T.
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23. Why is the title Traitor? Who is the traitor? Nesakumaran?

LD, |6U6T SICTMHRWMTHS &([HSLILIMLIGIET. H6T CHTLOF&HM6TSH &HITL 1986 Q&THILILIGET.

24, What do you think of the burning of Jaffna Library?
@TUILI(H Q& TeneuUIN 6T 6(H SIHEIGLD D&l GV TR 6T &L (K LA IT6HT & &6oriD.

25. You have a wide contact all over the world and familiar with what is happening in Sri
Lanka after the war. What is the position of the present government? Have the displaced
settled in their native place. Is prevailing there?

@QUGCUTeNS W SITFMMHIGD (NMHCLMTHEG LUTenSWiley hHens CaudhsH 60 hHHHRMS.
26. According to me, the refugees live in many countries. They have lost everything. Now

they are studying and working in their host countries. If they return to Sri Lanka, would
they be treated equally and educational and employment be given to them.

@ 6Vemev. UWIBTMLILIW - SHeTLIT- 96V H CTedll 3ISHH &6T @ 6eVhiend H (LML LT HET.
@B WTaNIETET 2&H &6T @ 6VHIens H (HLOLIG S (BH)ILD.

27. Is Traitor an autobiographical novel?

@eveme. ‘@& mfleueum Geu autobiographical novel.
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